
Library Picks Extensive List May 2022 

 

Christianity in East and Southeast Asia 

Kenneth R. Ross (2022) 

Christianity in East and Southeast Asia, covering every country and 
offering both reliable demographic information and original interpretative 
essays by indigenous scholars and practitioners. It maps patterns of 
growth and decline, assesses major traditions and movements, 
analyzes key themes, and examines current trends. As a 
comprehensive account of the presence of Christianity in every country 
in East and Southeast Asia, this volume is set to become a standard 

work of reference in its field. Combines empirical data and original analysis to give a 
uniquely detailed account of Christianity in East and Southeast Asia:  

• Profiles the leading features and current trends of each of the major Christian 
traditions in every country in East and Southeast Asia 

• Written by indigenous scholars with expertise in their field 
• Assesses the direction of Christian faith in East and Southeast Asia in relation to 

such key themes as faith and culture, worship and spirituality, theology, social and 
political engagement, mission and evangelism, religious freedom, gender, interfaith 
relations, migration, environment, and the colonial and postcolonial context. 

• Attractively presents statistical and demographic information 

 

The Book of Lamentations (New international Commentary on the 

Old Testament) 

John Goldingay (2022) 

The book of Lamentations is one of the most vivid representations of grief 
and trauma in the Hebrew Bible. Written in the wake of the fall of 
Jerusalem to the Babylonian Empire, it is comprised of five poems of 
twenty-two stanzas each, in a manner of tight formal unity unparalleled 
by any other work in the Scriptures.  

In this volume, widely respected Old Testament scholar John Goldingay analyzes these and 
other aspects of Lamentations while keeping a constant eye on the book's meaning and use 
as Christian Scripture. After a thorough introduction that explores matters of background, 
composition, and theology, Goldingay provides an original translation of the book from the 
Masoretic text along with verse-by-verse commentary. 

 

Preaching that Shows: Revealing Relevance 

Margaret Cooling (2022) 

For many years the resolution plot has dominated homiletical theory, 

made most famous by the ‘Lowry Loop’ – a staple of preaching theory for 

today’s ministry student. Whilst the approach is important, some have 

accused ‘resolution plot’ of leaving little room for ambiguity, and failing to 



reflect the messy reality of life. Offering a ground-breaking approach as a counter to well-

worn preaching strategies, this book explores the ‘revelatory plot’, focused more on the 

gradual revelation of relevant truths within the biblical text through character and embodied 

insight, and through imaginative and sensory detail rather than through answering the 

questions ‘how and ‘why’. It will prove an invaluable resource for students, homileticians and 

preachers alike. 

 

Christian Theology in the Age of Migration: Implications for World 

Christianity 

Peter C. Phan (2022) 

We are living in the "Age of Migration" and migration has a profound 

impact on all aspects of society and on religious institutions. While there 

is significant research on migration in the social sciences, little study has 

been done to understand the impact of migration on Christianity. This 

book investigates this important topic and the ramifications for Christian 

theology and ethics. It begins with anthropological and sociological 

perspectives on the mutual impact between migration and Christianity, followed by a re-

reading of certain events in the Hebrew Scripture, the New Testament, and Church history to 

highlight the central role of migration in the formation of Israel and Christianity. Then follow 

attempts to reinterpret in the light of migration the basic Christian beliefs regarding God, 

Christ, and church. The next part studies how migration raises new issues for Christian 

ethics such as human dignity and human rights, state rights, social justice and solidarity, and 

ecological justice. The last part explores what is known as "Practical Theology" by examining 

the implications of migration for issues such as liturgy and worship, spirituality, architecture, 

and education. 

 

Africa to the Rest: From Mission Field to Mission Force (Again) 

Yaw Perbi and Sam Ngugi (2022) 

Africa is the most Christian continent in the world today. This ground-

breaking book celebrates this momentous occasion in world history while 

it traces God's goodness to Africa in scripture and throughout history, 

clearly demonstrating that Africa and Africans have always been central 

to God's missional purposes, not an afterthought. Since quantity and 

quality are not synonymous, Africa to the Rest unveils the teeming 

potentials as well as teething problems of African mission. This African 

lead in global Christianity is only going to increase into the foreseeable future, thus these 

projections call for preparation in order to produce the quantity and quality of African 

Christians who will be faithful carriers of the authentic gospel to all nations! The future of the 

global church is African, this book matters. 

 

 

 

 



The Book of Acts as Story: A Narrative-Critical Study 

David R. Bauer (2021) 

A senior New Testament scholar and teacher helps students understand 
the historical, literary, and theological issues of the book of Acts and 
introduces key concepts in the field of narrative criticism. This volume 
captures the message of the book of Acts by taking seriously the book's 
essential character as a powerful story through which Luke 
communicates profound theological truth. While giving attention to 
historical background, its purpose is to lead readers through a close 

reading that yields fresh insights into passages throughout Acts. 

 

The Unsettling of Europe: The Great Migration, 1945 to the Present 

Peter Gatrell (2021) 

Migrants have stood at the heart of modern Europe's experience, whether 

trying to escape danger, to find a better life or as a result of deliberate 

policy, whether moving from the countryside to the city, or between 

countries, or from outside the continent altogether.  

 

Peter Gatrell's powerful new book is the first to bring these stories 

together into one place. He creates a compelling narrative bracketed by 

two nightmarish periods: the great convulsions following the fall of the Third Reich and the 

mass attempts in the 2010s by migrants to cross the Mediterranean into Europe. 

 

The Unsettling of Europe is a new history of the continent, charting the ever-changing 

arguments about the desirability or otherwise of migrants and their central role in Europe's 

post-1945 prosperity. Gatrell is as fascinating on the giant movements of millions (such as 

the epic waves of German migration) to that of much smaller groups, such as the Karelians, 

Armenians, Moluccans or Ugandan Asians. Above all he has written a book that makes the 

reader deeply aware of the many extraordinary journeys taken by countless individuals in 

pursuit of work, safety and dignity, all the time.  

 

This is a landmark book on a subject that, decade by decade, will always haunt Europe. 

 

Interconnections of Asian Diaspora: Mapping the Linkages and 

Discontinuities 

Sam George (2022) 

Asians make up the largest and most dispersed peoples of the world, and 
Christians make up a sizable proportion of this demographic. Asian 
Christians are more likely to emigrate, and many have continued to 
embrace Christian faith at their diasporic places of settlement. They are 
quick to establish distinctively Asian churches all over the world and 
infuse diversity, revival, and missionary consciousness into their adopted 

communities. They preserve the ties and cultures of their ancestral homelands while 
assimilating and adapting into the new setting. They have become a recognizable force in 



the transformation and advancement of Christianity itself at the beginning of the twenty-first 
century. 

The dozen essays in this volume are written by leading scholars of Asian backgrounds 
situated in various diasporic locations. The authors trace the contours of their dispersion and 
highlight diverse missiological themes, including the scattering (diaspora) and the gathering 
(ekklesia) of Asian Christians around the world. 

This volume traces the origins and destinations of major Asian migration and diaspora 
communities from a variety of perspectives and geographical locations. It is pan-Asian in 
scope and multidisciplinary in nature. It also provides the latest data and infographics on 
Asian diasporas worldwide. 

 

Border Deaths: Causes, Dynamics and Consequences of Migration-

related Mortality 

Paolo Cuttitta and Tamara Last (2019) 

Border deaths are a result of dynamics involving diverse actors, and can 

be interpreted and represented in various ways. Critical voices from civil 

society (including academia) hold states responsible for making safe 

journeys impossible for large parts of the world population. Meanwhile, 

policy-makers argue that border deaths demonstrate the need for 

restrictive border policies. Statistics are widely (mis)used to support 

different readings of border deaths. However, the way data is collected, analysed, and 

disseminated remains largely unquestioned. Similarly, little is known about how bodies are 

treated, and about the different ways in which the dead - also including the missing and the 

unidentified - are mourned by familiars and strangers. New concepts and perspectives 

contribute to highlighting the political nature of border deaths and finding ways to move 

forward. The chapters of this collection, co-authored by researchers and practitioners, 

provide the first interdisciplinary overview of this contested field. 

 

Global Migration and Christian Faith: Implications for Identity and 

Mission 

M. Daniel Carroll R. and Vincent E. Bacote (2021) 

Human history is the history of migration. Never before, however, have 
the numbers of people on the move been so large nor the movement as 
global as it is today. How should Christians respond biblically, 
theologically, and missiologically to the myriad of daunting challenges 
triggered by this new worldwide reality? 
  

This volume brings together significant scholars from a variety of fields to offer fresh insights 
into how to engage migration. What makes this book especially unique is that the authors 
come from across Christian traditions, and from different backgrounds and experiences—
each of whom makes an important contribution to current debates. How has the Christian 
church responded to migration in the past? How might the Bible orient our thinking? What 
new insights about God and faith surface with migration, and what new demands are placed 
now upon God’s people in a world in so much need? Global Migration and Christian 



Faith points in the right direction to grapple with those questions and move forward in 
constructive ways.  
 

 
Disability in Mission: The Church’s Hidden Treasure 

David C. Deuel and Nathan G. John (2019) 

Disability in Mission: The Church's Hidden Treasure outlines a radical 
change in approaches to missiology, missions, and praxis for the twenty-
first-century global cultural context. It explores a pattern whereby God 
works powerfully in missions through disability and not in spite of it. No 
matter what our disability or vulnerability may be, God can use us; and if 
the body of Christ is supportive, people with disability can be effective 
agents of transformation in the mission field. Via a number of case 

studies of people with disabilities who are involved in missions, and with robust biblical and 
missiological justification, this book examines the role of those with disability in missions. 

 
 

Mission and Context 

Jione Havea (2021) 

Mission is contrived from and performed over lived contexts, but the 
visions that guide and drive mission are oftentimes blinded by power, 
position, protection, and plenitude. This collection visits those matters with 
queering attention to the shadows that empires cast over the contexts of 
mission, and to the collusion and complicity of Christians and churches 
with empires past (as in the case of Rome) and present (as in the case of 
the United States of America). In the interests of those in mission fields 

who survived, but continue to agonize under the burdens of empires, the contributors to this 
work dare to re-vision the course and cause of mission. Writing from minoritized settings in 
Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Oceania, the authors interweave the principles and practices 
of mission with the opportunities in decolonial theology and hermeneutics, minoritized and 
migrant Christologies, repatriation and the courage to get up and get out, indigenous insights 
and wisdom, mission archives, stories of resistance and endurance in zones of contact and 
violence, restless souls and returning spirits, and life-centered spiritual (en)countering. In 
Mission and Context as with previous volumes in this series―empires do not have the final 
word, nor are they the final world. 

 
 

 
Understanding World Christianity: China 

Kim-Kwong Chan (2019) 

Christianity is a global religion! It's an obvious fact, but one often missed 
or ignored in too many books and conversations. In a world where 
Christianity is growing everywhere but the West, the Understanding 
World Christianity series offers a fresh, readable orientation to 
Christianity around the world. Understanding World Christianity is 
organized geographically, by nation and region. Noted experts, in most 
cases native to the area of focus, present a balanced history of 



Christianity and a detailed discussion of the faith as it is lived today. Each volume addresses 
six key intersections of Christianity in a given context including the historical, 
denominational, sociopolitical, geographical, biographical, and theological settings. 
Accessible in tone and brief in length, the volume on China in the Understanding World 
Christianity series is an ideal introduction for students, mission leaders, and any others who 
wish to know how Christianity is influenced, and is influenced by, the Chinese context. 

 

What’s Wrong with Western Missions? The Perspective of a Local 

Believer 

Kanat Yesmagambetov (2021) 

As a local minister in Kazakhstan, Kanat Yesmagambetov has seen 
firsthand the impact that Western missionaries are having on the rest of 
the world. After spending years working with Western mission boards, 
Kanat has decided it’s time to speak up and address the issues that are 
keeping the Gospel from spreading in nations such as his. 
 

With a heart to help his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, Kanat clearly confronts Western 
Christian leaders regarding their well-intentioned but ineffective methods of sharing God’s 
Word. Be prepared to evaluate your own heart and hear the words of a laborer in the field. 

 

Love Thy Body: Answering Hard Questions about Life and Sexuality 

Nancy R. Pearcey (2019) 

Why the call to Love Thy Body? To counter a pervasive hostility toward the 
body and biology that drives today's headline stories:  
Transgenderism: Activists detach gender from biology. Kids down to 
kindergarten are being taught their bodies are irrelevant. Is this affirming--
or does it demean the body?  
Homosexuality: Advocates disconnect sexuality from biological identity. Is 
this liberating--or does it denigrate biology?  

Abortion: Supporters deny the fetus is a person, though it is biologically human. Does this 
mean equality for women--or does it threaten the intrinsic value of all humans?  
Euthanasia: Those who lack certain cognitive abilities are said to be no longer persons. Is 
this compassionate--or does it ultimately put everyone at risk?  
In Love Thy Body, bestselling author Nancy Pearcey goes beyond politically correct slogans 
with a riveting expos of the dehumanizing worldview that shapes current watershed moral 
issues. Pearcey then turns the tables on media boilerplate that misportrays Christianity as 
harsh or hateful. A former agnostic, she makes a surprising and persuasive case that 
Christianity is holistic, sustaining the dignity of the body and biology.  
Throughout she entrances readers with compassionate stories of people wrestling with hard 
questions in their own lives--their pain, their struggles, their triumphs.  

 

 

Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World’s Largest Religion 



Rebecca McLaughlin (2019) 

Christianity is the most widespread global belief system, and promises to 
remain so well into the future. But for many educated westerners, biblical 
Christianity is a dangerous idea--challenging some of their deepest 
beliefs. 

Channeling state-of-the-art research, personal stories, and careful 
biblical study, Confronting Christianity explores 12 questions that keep 
many of us from considering faith in Christ. Look more closely, 

McLaughlin argues, and the reality of suffering, the complexity of sexuality, the desire for 
diversity, the success of science, and other seeming roadblocks to faith become signposts. 
Jesus becomes not a relic from the ancient world, but our modern world's best hope. 

 

Freed from Shame: Addressing the Stigma of Mental Illness in the 

Church 

Dawn Holmes (2018) 

One in every four people in your church will be affected by mental illness 
each year. ‘Freed From Shame‘ sheds light on the reality of mental 
illness in the Church, not to condemn people, leaders or churches, but 
instead to offer insight, education and practical advice on how to tackle 
this challenging subject. The book looks at what mental health issues are 
and how they affect those who live with them, with real life stories and 

suggestions on how the church can create a supportive environment. 

 

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Europe 

Grace Davie and Lucian N. Leustean (2021) 

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Europe offers a detailed overview 
of religious ideas, structures, and institutions in the making of Europe. It 
examines the role of religion in fostering identity, survival, and tolerance 
in the empires and nation-states of Europe from Antiquity until today; the 
interplay between religion, politics and ideologies in the twentieth 
century; the dialogue between religious communities and European 
institutions in the construction of the European Union; and the 

engagement of Catholicism, Protestantism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Islam, Judaism, and Eastern 
religions with the idea of Europe. The collection closes with an overview of European nation 
states, focusing on history, demography, legal perspectives, political authorities, societal 
changes, and current trends. Written by leading scholars in the field, the Handbook is an 
authoritative and up-to-date volume which demonstrates the enduring presence of lived and 
institutionalized religion in the social networks of identity, policy, and power over two 
millennia of European history.  
 

 



When Communities Design Aid: Creating Solutions to Poverty That 

People Own, Use and Need 

Richard Atkinson (2022) 

Aid initiatives go wrong for many reasons, but a common and surprising 
one is that poor people often don't want the kind of aid that is offered. 
This book explores why this happens and how it can be prevented. 
Richard Atkinson outlines important mistakes that the designers of 
development programmes often make, illustrating these with examples 
from the field and analysing what it is that outsiders get wrong when 

designing for poor communities. 

What does aid look like when it is designed from the perspective of the poorest? The second 
section of the book explores this question, introducing a number of design principles, 
including how to create solutions that make use of communal ties, work around 
discrimination, appreciate the importance of aesthetics and can be learned through 
experience. Atkinson concludes that we need to accelerate radically the transfer of 
knowledge, skills and power from outside 'experts' to communities on the ground. Using 
case studies and theory from past development literature, he traces the challenges involved, 
but also the clear potential to make development truly community led. His concluding 12 
proposals for 'Participative Development Goals' will stimulate debate and action amongst 
development practitioners, researchers and the organisations interested in developing 
solutions for the world's poorest communities. 

 

Missio Dei in a Digital Age 

Jonas Kurlberg and Peter M. Phillips (2020) 

We are witnessing an unprecedented technological revolution. Every 
sphere of life from communications, work, economy, leisure, our homes, 
and health care is being digitised. These far-reaching changes demand 
careful consideration and discernment by churches participating in God’s 
redemptive work around the world. Digitalization of society is radically 
changing both the methods and conditions of missions. For the first time, 
this book explores the implications of digitality for Missio Dei in thought 

and practice. Bringing together theologians, missiologists, computer scientists and 
practitioners, the book considers a diverse range of topics from evangelism to pastoral care, 
cyber pilgrimages to biases in algorithms, public theology to homiletics and inculturation to 
contextualization. 

 

Theologies and Practices of Inclusion: Insights from a Faith-based 

Relief, Development and Advocacy Organization 

Nina Kurlberg and Madleina Daenhardt (2021) 

Inclusion has recently become a high priority issue within the development 
sector, brought to the fore by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development's commitment to leave no one behind. Practices within the 
remit of inclusion often focus on increasing access and meaningful 



participation, with emphasis placed on bringing those at the margins to the centre. 
Theologies and Practices of Inclusion challenges such centre-focused practices from a 
global perspective, based on research conducted within the Christian relief, development 
and advocacy organisation Tearfund and beyond.  

Offering inspiration for practitioners within the sector and faith-based organisations in 
particular, as well as an academic contribution to the fields of international development 
studies and theology, the book aims to bridge theology and practice in an accessible way.  

Consisting of 13 chapters and case studies, this book draws on the wisdom of a diverse 
team of contributors at the forefront of international development, working in a variety of 
contexts. These include South Africa, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Kenya, 
Rwanda, Ecuador, Panama, Bolivia, the Philippines, Iraq, Egypt and the UK. Highlighting 
‘journey’, ‘change’ and ‘belonging’ as three key aspects of inclusion, the book explores the 
outworking of theologies of inclusion within organisational practice.  

 

Is God Colour-Blind? Insights from Black Theology for Christian 

Faith and Ministry 

Anthony G. Reddie (2020) 

Commended as essential reading by reviewers, this insightful guide 
shows how Black theology makes a difference to Christian thought and 
practice. Full of Bible studies and practical exercises, here is a stimulating 
resource that encourages a new awareness of ourselves and others. This 
timely new edition includes a new afterword on the Black Lives Matter 
movement, and the difference it is making in the struggle for a society 

where we are all equally accepted and respected as God's children. 

 

The Healing of Memories: African Christian Responses to Politically 

Induced Trauma 

Mohammed Girma (2018) 

Africa has seen many political crises ranging from violent political 
ideologies, to meticulous articulated racist governance system, to ethnic 
clashes resulting in genocide and religious conflicts that have planted the 
seed of mutual suspicion. The masses impacted by such crises live with 
the past that has not passed. The Healing of Memories: African Christian 
Responses to Politically Induced Trauma examines Christian responses to 

the damaging impact of conflict on the collective memory. Troubled memory is a recipe for 
another cycle of conflict. While most academic works tend to stress forgiving and forgetting, 
they did not offer much as to how to deal with the unforgettable past. This book aims to fill 
this gap by charting an interdisciplinary approach to healing the corrosive memories of 
painful pasts. Taking a cue from the empirical expositions of post-apartheid South Africa, 
post-genocide Rwanda, the Congo Wars, and post-Red Terror Ethiopia, this volume brings 
together coherent healing approaches to deal with traumatic memory. 

 



A Postcolonial Leadership: Asian Immigrant Christian Leadership 

and Its Challenges 

Hee An Choi (2021) 

In A Postcolonial Leadership, Choi Hee An explores the interwoven 
relationship between Asian immigrant leadership in general and Asian 
immigrant Christian leadership in the United States. Using several 
current leadership theories, she analyzes the current landscape of US 
leadership and explores how Asian immigrant leaders, including Christian 
leaders, exercise leadership and confront challenges within this context. 

Drawing upon postcolonial theory and its analysis of power, Choi examines the multilayered 
dynamics of the Asian immigrant community and Christian congregations in their 
postcolonial contexts, and offers a new liberative interpretation of colonized history and 
culture in order to propose postcolonial leadership as a new leadership model for Asian 
immigrant leaders. 

 

Our Children Need Roots and Wings: Equipping and Empowering 

Young Diaspora Africans for Life and Mission 

Harvey C. Kwiyani (2018) 

This book is about the faith of the second-generation Africans growing up 
in the diaspora. It makes a compelling argument for a missional praxis 
that gives the younger generation both the roots of their rich multi-faceted 
African heritage and the wings of freedom with which they can soar into 
the fullness of God’s plans for them. The author believes that these 
young diaspora Africans will play a critical role in God’s mission in Europe 

in the next few decades and must, therefore, be properly equipped and empowered. The 
book is a much-needed and ever-so-timely contribution to the ongoing conversation about 
African Christianity in the diaspora context. It articulates the situation of the second 
generation with clarity and will help readers understand aspects of what is needed to disciple 
them and release them for the mission of God in the world. The simplicity of its language and 
depth of research that has gone into it make it a highly recommendable resource for pastors, 
parents, youth workers, and everyone who cares about the discipleship of this important 
generation. 

 

Diaspora Missions to International Students 

Enoch Wan (2019) 

International student ministry (ISM) has a long history; however, the 
recently emerged diaspora missiology paradigm for ISM has seldom 
been employed. This book is an attempt to explore such an approach. In 
addition to this paradigmatic uniqueness, the choice of a relational 
perspective is a departure from the popular programmatic orientation of 
Christian mission and practice. This is not merely another book on ISM; 
rather its distinctive approach is integrative of two paradigms, i.e. 

diaspora missiological paradigm and relational paradigm. 



An Exploration of Christian Theology 

Don Thorsen (2020) 

This introduction to Christian theology explores the whole Christian 
tradition in a simple and straightforward way. Leading Wesleyan 
theologian Don Thorsen surveys the theological views represented 
within historic Christianity and discusses the variety of positions held 
without favoring one over another. The book includes helpful end-of-
chapter questions for further reflection and discussion, a convenient 
glossary of theological terms, and sidebars.  

The second edition is marked by a thorough updating of the text and the addition of two new 
chapters on apologetics and the future of the unevangelized. 

 

Global Arts and Christian Witness: Exegeting Culture, Translating 

the Message, and Communicating Christ 

Roberta R. King (2019) 

Veteran missionary-scholar Roberta King draws on a lifetime of study 
and firsthand mission experience to show how witness through 
contextualized global arts can dynamically reveal Christ to all peoples. 
King offers the global church biblical foundations, historical pathways, 
theoretical frameworks, and effective practices for communicating Christ 
through the arts in diverse contexts. Supplemented with stories from the 

field, illustrations, and discussion questions, this textbook offers innovative and dynamic 
approaches essential for doing mission in transformative ways through the arts. It also 
features a full-color insert of artwork discussed in the book. 

 

Creativity and Captivity: Exploring the Process of Musical Creativity 

amongst Indigenous Cosmopolitan Musicians (ICMs) for Mission 

Uday Balasundaram (2021) 

Ultimately, what really does it mean to be creative? How can we see 
ourselves as participating in the creativity of God for mission?  
 
All people are creative. Sadly, however, for many, creativity is stifled and 
remains stunted due to several reasons—social, economic, political, 
cultural, and even spiritual. This study explores how ICMs—indigenous 

cosmopolitan musicians—negotiate their creativity amid the liminal spaces they occupy as 
they share in the creativity of God for mission through their music. But what exactly does it 
mean to share in the creativity of God for mission? Contrary to popular notion, ICMs 
evidence that creativity is not merely innovation; it is not a psychological metric for 
measuring human potential; it is certainly not the “icing on the cake” reserved for a few so-
called creatives or artists. Rather, “theological creativity” is participation in the creatio Dei; it 
is theologically prior to mission.  
 
As a missiological framework, creatio Dei is understood here in terms of creative being, 
creative construction (design), and creative performance. Hopefully, this book can help 



clarify and expand our understanding of what it means to be truly creative and, thereby, with 
the help of the Creator, put into practice principles of theological creativity as we share in the 
creativity of God in the world, with others. 

 

Beyond Poverty: Multiplying Sustainable Community Development 

Terry Dalrymple (2021) 

The church is facing a strategic opportunity-85 percent of people living in 
extreme poverty around the world reside in villages. These villages 
are also home to the majority of the world's least 
reached people. The church has historically played an active role 
in wholistic ministry and alleviating global poverty with a goal of 
encouraging sustainable community development. 
However, while these outreaches may succeed in "helping without 

hurting," they still often focus on limited-scope projects 
that provide good solutions to a single community.  

In Beyond Poverty, Terry Dalrymple calls us to move beyond sustainable projects in a single 
village to transformational movements that multiply change from village to village and sweep 
the countryside. Through multiple case studies based on the actual experiences of more 
than 900 organizations in 135 different countries, this book tells the story of a large and 
growing network of ministries around the world using the strategy of Community Health 
Evangelism to change the life of the poor forever. The principles in this book are not just a 
theory, but proven strategy.      

The Church is uniquely positioned to accelerate poverty alleviation worldwide. This book will 
help you understand the fundamentals of catalyzing transformational movements that make 
disciples among the poor while lifting whole communities out of cycles of poverty and 
disease. This is our moment! This is your opportunity to advance a global movement and 
answer the cry of the poor in a million villages.  

 

On the Spectrum: Autism, Faith, and the Gifts of Neurodiversity 

David Bowman Jr. (2021) 

Nearly everyone knows someone on the autism spectrum, whether it's a 
niece or nephew, a student in their classroom, a coworker, or a sibling, 
spouse, or child. One in 59 children is diagnosed with autism, according 
to the CDC, and autism is reported across racial, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic groups. Yet most of what people think they know about 
autism is wrong. 
 

On the Spectrum debunks myths with a realistic yet hope-filled deep dive into the heart, 
mind, and life of a Christian. Daniel Bowman, a novelist, poet, and professor, received an 
autism diagnosis at age thirty-five after experiencing a time of crisis in his personal and 
professional life. For him, the diagnosis shed light on his experience in a new, life-giving 
way. In this captivating book, Bowman reveals new insights into autism, relationships, faith, 
and the gift of neurodiversity. 
 
Rather than viewing autism as a deficiency, Bowman teaches readers--through stories of his 



heartbreaks and triumphs--authentic ways to love their neighbors as themselves, including 
their autistic neighbors who are fearfully and wonderfully, if differently, made.  

 

Kinship in the Household of God: Towards a Practical Theology of 

Belonging and Spiritual Care of People with Profound Autism 

Cynthia Tam (2021) 

This unique volume contributes a profound-autism perspective to the 
ongoing discussion of belonging in the church. By taking readers into two 
church communities, the author explores the issues of belonging from 
those least welcomed by the church and consider what the church should 
do differently. Adopting a “we” approach, she emphasizes the unity of 
different members in Christ. As one body in Christ, all believers share 

Christ’s sonship and become children of God. The household concept invites readers to 
reconceptualize Christian relationships as covenantal kinship. The kinship relationship is 
established by God’s covenantal commitment fulfilled in Christ. With or without autism, any 
person who obeys God’s summons is incorporated into Christ’s body by the Spirit to become 
God’s child. Believers are thus siblings to one another. Viewing each person this way 
enables us to see beyond human differences and welcome one another as God’s gifts and 
indispensable members of the community. 

 

Mission as Integrated Witness: A Missional Reading of the Foot-

Washing Narrative (John 13:1-38) 

Jae-Suk Lee (2021) 

This study aims to read Jesus’s foot washing narrative missionally (John 
13:1–38). A missional reading is identical to a missional hermeneutics 
based on the literary-theological interpretation of the text. John uses 
sending language and formulae, and the frame of “as . . ., so . . .” 
throughout the whole Gospel, which clarifies Jesus’s and his disciples’ 
mission as integrated witness. In this literary context, the foot washing 

narrative signifies the integrated witness of Jesus and the disciples. The narrative consists of 
two parts: one, Jesus’s symbolic action for his death, and the other, for its interpretation for 
the disciple community. Jesus’s death, as his unique mission, results in purifying both his 
disciples and the world so that they might dwell in the holy union with the triune God. The 
disciples are sent into the world. Just as Jesus did, so must they proclaim Jesus and his 
teachings. Also, they should bear witness to him by living Jesus’s life-pattern of self-giving, 
sacrificial love, and humble service. Their verbal proclamation as evangelism and life-
witness cannot be separated to testify to Jesus and their identity. Finally, today’s Christians, 
specifically Evangelicals, are invited to participate in the Johannine mission as the integrated 
witness of evangelism and life-witness. 

 

 

 



On Mission Together: Integrating Missions into the Local Church 

Richard Noble (2019) 

Behind the work of most global missionaries are local churches. Our faith 
communities, from giant urban churches to small rural parishes, are 
necessary to the task of spreading the name of Jesus and the good news 
about His Kingdom beyond our borders. High-impact churches consider 
the work of global missions as a primary part of their daily lives of faith 
together. On Mission Together is a clear and concise guidebook for any 
church wanting to make global missions extend beyond an annual 

offering or a Minute for Missions. Richard Noble—pastor, educator, and missions mobilizer—
offers a clear and practical pathway toward making missions part of the fundamental DNA of 
your worshiping community. 

 

Study Abroad and the Quest for an Anti-Tourism Experience 

John J. Bodinger de Uriarte, Michael A. Di Giovine and Elisa Ascione 

(2020) 

With contributions from anthropologists and cultural theorists, Study 
Abroad and the Quest for an Anti-Tourism Experience examines the 
culture and cultural implications of student travel. Drawing on rich case 
studies from the Arctic to Africa, Asia to the Americas, this impressive 
array of experts focuses on the challenges and ethical implications of 
student engagement, service and volunteering, immersion, research in the 

field, local community engagement, and crafting a new generation of active, engaged global 
citizens. This volume is a must-read for students, practitioners, and scholars. 

 

Opening Israel’s Scriptures 

Ellen F. Davis (2019) 

Opening Israel's Scriptures is a collection of thirty-six essays on the 
Hebrew Bible, from Genesis to Chronicles, which gives powerful insight 
into the complexity and inexhaustibility of the Hebrew Scriptures as a 
theological resource. Based on more than two decades of lectures on 
Old Testament interpretation, Ellen F. Davis offers a selective yet 
comprehensive guide to the core concepts, literary patterns, storylines, 
and theological perspectives that are central to Israel's Scriptures. 

Underlying the whole study is the primary assumption that each book of the canon has 
literary and theological coherence, though not uniformity.  
 
In both her close readings of individual texts and in her broad demonstrations of the 
coherence of whole books, Davis models the best practices of contemporary exegesis, 
integrating the insights of contemporary scholars with those of classical theological 
resources in Jewish and Christian traditions. Throughout, she keeps an eye to the 
experiences and concerns of contemporary readers, showing through multiple examples that 
the critical interpretation of texts is provisional, open-ended work―a collaboration across 
generations and cultures. Ultimately what she offers is an invitation into the more spacious 



world that the Bible discloses, which challenges ordinary conceptions of how things "really" 
are.  
 

 
Luke’s Literary Creativity 

Mogens Müller and Jesper Tang Nielsen (2019) 

A combination of two classic discussions in New Testament scholarship, 
the contributions in this volume shed light on the still unsolved synoptic 
problem by using the well-coined concept of rewriting to describe the 
relationship between the synoptic gospels. The contributions work with 
the hypothesis that the synoptic tradition can be conceived of as a 
process of rewriting: Matthew rewrote Mark and Luke rewrote Mark and 
Matthew. This approach to the synoptic problem dismantles the grounds 

for the otherwise widely accepted two-source theory. If it can be shown that Luke knew 
Matthew's Gospel the Q-hypothesis is superfluous.  
 
One group of articles focuses on the general question of Luke's literary relation to the other 
gospels. In these essays, the concept of rewriting describes Luke's use of his sources. The 
second part of the collection examines a number of texts in order to shown how Luke 
rewrites specific passages. In the final section the contributions concern Luke's relation to 
Roman authorities. It is shown that Luke's literary creativity is not limited to his predecessors 
in the gospel tradition. Rewriting is his literary strategy. 

 

Words for a Dying World: Stories of Grief and Courage from the 

Global Church 

Hannah Malcolm (2020) 

How do we talk about climate grief in the church? And when we have 
found the words, what do we do with that grief? There is a sudden and 
dramatic rise in people experiencing a profound sense of anxiety in the 
face of our dying planet, and a consequent need for churches to be better 
resourced pastorally and theologically to deal with this threat. Words for a 
Dying World brings together voices from across the world - from the 

Pacific islands to the pipelines of Canada, from farming communities in Namibia to activism 
in the UK. Author royalties from the sale of this book are split evenly between contributors. 
The majority will be pooled as a donation to ClientEarth. The remainder will directly support 
the communities represented in this collection. Contributors include Anderson Jeremiah, 
Azariah France-Williams, David Benjamin Blower, Holly-Anna Petersen, Isabel Mukonyora, 
Jione Havea, and Maggi Dawn. 

 

Motus Dei: The Movement of God to Disciple the Nations 

Warrick Farah (2021) 

An incredible breakthrough in missions history is taking place as 
disciples of Jesus make more disciples of Jesus around the globe, 
particularly among the least-reached. But what exactly are 



these church planting or disciple making movements? Where are they occurring and what 
are their unifying features? How are they manifesting in diverse populations? And can you or 
your organization be instrumental in catalyzing more movements? Motus Dei, Latin for 
"movement of God," seeks to answer these questions and more.   

 Warrick Farah has expertly synthesized an extensive conversation between mission 
practitioners, scholars, and seasoned movement leaders from around the world. The 
resulting in-depth analysis of movements provides a multi-disciplinary, academic 
investigation of an emerging "movements missiology," highlighting the importance 
of theology, social sciences, ethnology and anthropology, communications theory, 
leadership theory, and statistical analysis. Motus Dei locates the current Church Planting 
Movement (CPM) phenomenon within modern history, while tracing its roots back to the first 
century, and articulates a missiological description of the dynamics of Disciple Making 
Movements (DMMs) in Asia, Africa, and diaspora contexts in the Global North.   

Offering over thirty firsthand accounts of indigenous churches planting churches among the 
nations, Motus Dei provides a seedbed for growing movements in diverse contexts. There 
are lessons to be learned here by anyone seeking to participate in the movement of God.  

 

Abuelita Faith: What Women on the Margins Teach Us about 

Wisdom, Persistence, and Strength 

Kat Armas (2021) 

Kat Armas, a second-generation Cuban-American, grew up on the 
outskirts of Little Havana, Miami's famed Cuban neighborhood. Her 
earliest theological formation came from her grandmother, her abuelita, 
who fled Cuba during the height of political unrest and raised three 
children alone after her husband passed away. Combining personal 
storytelling with biblical reflection, Armas shows us how voices on the 

margins--those often dismissed, isolated, and oppressed because of their gender, 
socioeconomic status, or lack of education--have more to tell us about Christian faith than 
we realize. 
 
Abuelita Faith tells the story of unnamed and overlooked theologians in society and in the 
Bible--mothers, grandmothers, sisters, and daughters--whose survival, strength, resistance, 
and persistence teach us the true power of faith and love. The author's exploration of 
abuelita theology will help people of all cultural and ethnic backgrounds reflect on the 
abuelitas in their own lives and ministries and on ways they can live out abuelita faith in their 
day-to-day lives. 

 

The Claim to Christianity: Responding to the Far Right 

Hannah Strømmen and Ulrich Schmiedel (2020) 

The far right is on the rise across Europe, pushing a battle scenario in 
which Islam clashes with Christianity as much as Christianity clashes with 
Islam. From the margins to the mainstream, far-right protesters and far-
right politicians call for the defence of Europe’s Christian culture. The far 
right claims Christianity. This book investigates contemporary far-right 



claims to Christianity. Ulrich Schmiedel and Hannah Strømmen examine the theologies that 
emerge in the far right across Europe, concentrating on Norway, Germany and Great Britain. 
They explore how churches in these three countries have been complicit, complacent or 
critical of the far right, sometimes intentionally and sometimes unintentionally. Ultimately, 
Schmiedel and Strømmen encourage a creative and collaborative theological response. To 
counter the far right, Christianity needs to be practiced in an open and open-ended way 
which calls Christians into contact with Muslims. 

 

The God of the Old Testament: Encountering the Divine in Christian 

Scripture 

R. W. L. Moberly (2020) 

Walter Moberly is a top Old Testament theologian known for his creative, 
accessible, and provocative writing. His Old Testament Theology has 
been well received. This book, written in a similar vein, combines biblical 
criticism with constructive theology and engages both Jewish and 
Christian interpretations. Moberly offers robust readings of eight pivotal 
Old Testament passages that unpack the nature of God in Christian 

Scripture, demonstrating a Christian approach to reading the Old Testament that holds 
together the priorities of both scholarship and faith. 

 

Teaching and Learning across Cultures: A Guide to Theory and 

Practice 

Craig Ott (2021) 

Representing the fruit of a lifetime of reflection and practice, this 
comprehensive resource helps teachers understand the way people in 
different cultures learn so they can adapt their teaching for maximum 
effectiveness. Craig Ott, a senior missiologist known for his expertise 
in theology and church planting, draws on extensive research and 
cross-cultural experience from around the world. This book introduces 

students to current theories and best practices for teaching and learning across cultures. 
Case studies, illustrations, diagrams, and sidebars help the theories of the book come to life. 

 

 

 


